
Notes on
Hearing the Voice of God-1

Why Can’t I Hear God Speak?

John 10:27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.

I Corinthians 2:14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit.

I believe that one of the greatest skills a believer has is discerning the voice of God in their
lives.

Hearing God’s voice is a skill because discerning God’s voice can be taught and can be
developed.

1. Does God really talk to us about personal issues? Will God really talk to me about finding
provision and finances?
2. What is my issue, why don’t I hear God’s voice or have a hard time knowing if God is
speaking to me?

Genesis 26:1-3, 12-13 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the previous famine that had
occurred in the days of Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines.
The LORD appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall
tell you. "Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you… Now Isaac sowed in that
land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the LORD blessed him, and the man
became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very wealthy;

Genesis 31:11-12 "Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob,' and I said, 'Here I
am.' "He said, 'Lift up now your eyes and see that all the male goats which are mating are
striped, speckled, and mottled; for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you.

Genesis 41:33-36; 47:11-12 Now let Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him
over the land of Egypt. "Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and
let him exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance. “Then
let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and store up the grain for food
in the cities under Pharaoh's authority, and let them guard it. "Let the food become as a reserve
for the land for the seven years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land
will not perish during the famine." … So Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them
a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
ordered. Joseph provided his father and his brothers and all his father's household with food,
according to their little ones.



Genesis 22:8, 13-14 Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt
offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together… Then Abraham raised his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and
took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. Abraham called the
name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it
will be provided."

Exodus 12:35-36 Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had
requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and the LORD
had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request.
Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

I Samuel 30:8 David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I pursue this band? Shall I overtake
them?" And He said to him, "Pursue, for you will surely overtake them, and you will surely
rescue all."

I Samuel 9:19-20 Samuel answered Saul and said, "I am the seer. Go up before me to the high
place, for you shall eat with me today; and in the morning I will let you go, and will tell you all
that is on your mind. "As for your donkeys which were lost three days ago, do not set your mind
on them, for they have been found.

2 Kings 7:1 Then Elisha said, "Listen to the word of the LORD; thus says the LORD, 'Tomorrow
about this time a measure of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a
shekel, in the gate of Samaria.'"

2 Kings 3:16-17, 20 He said, "Thus says the LORD, 'Make this valley full of trenches.' "For thus
says the LORD, 'You shall not see wind nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with
water, so that you shall drink, both you and your cattle and your beasts… It happened in the
morning about the time of offering the sacrifice, that behold, water came by the way of Edom,
and the country was filled with water.

Exodus 15:23-25 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they
were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, "What
shall we drink?" Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw
it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There He made for them a statute and
regulation, and there He tested them.

Exodus 16:12-14 I have heard the grumblings of the sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, 'At
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know
that I am the LORD your God.'" So it came about at evening that the quails came up and covered
the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew
evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the
frost on the ground.

Daniel 2:28-29 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head



upon your bed, were these: As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed,
about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has made known to you
what will be.

Often when our thoughts are turned toward a certain subject, God then injects His voice
into our life about that subject.

The truth is that God talks to every believer; we just don’t know how to discern what is
God and what isn’t.

John 10:27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

I Corinthians 2:14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit.

One reason I have a hard time distinguishing God’s voice is because I don’t know the ways
of God.
Exodus 33:13 Now then, if I have found favor in Your sight in any way, please let me know Your
ways so that I may know You, in order that I may find favor in Your sight.

Psalm 103:7 He made known His ways to Moses, His deeds to the sons of Israel.

2 Chronicles 35:20-22 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt
came up to fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. But he
sent messengers to him, saying, “What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come
against you this day, but against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to
make haste. Refrain from meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you.” Nevertheless
Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him,
and did not heed the words of Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley
of Megiddo.

Hebrews 12:18-24 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning
with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words
that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not
bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to
death.” The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn,
whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks.

I Corinthians 6:17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.



Since, Jesus’s Spirit is inside us, the way God talks to us is different. Now, when God speaks
to us, it is discerned as a still, small voice.

I Kings 19:11-13 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was
not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And
after the fire came a gentle whisper(still small voice). When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak
over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

Exodus 3:2,4 Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up… When the Lord
saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”

The voice of God in our life is discerned, not heard.

I Corinthians 2:14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit.

Hebrews 5:14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hindrance #1: purity.

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Isaiah 59:1-2 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so
dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God,
And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened…

Hindrance #2: My will and desires have to be yielded to God to hear Him correctly.

Numbers 22 :2-12; Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.
So Moab was in great fear because of the people, for they were numerous; and Moab was in
dread of the sons of Israel. Moab said to the elders of Midian, "Now this horde will lick up all
that is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field." And Balak the son of Zippor was king
of Moab at that time.

So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at Pethor, which is near the River, in the land
of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, "Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they
cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. "Now, therefore, please come,



curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them
and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you
curse is cursed."

So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their
hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balak's words to him. He said to them, "Spend the
night here, and I will bring word back to you as the LORD may speak to me." And the leaders of
Moab stayed with Balaam. Then God came to Balaam and said, "Who are these men with you?"
Balaam said to God,

"Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent word to me, 'Behold, there is a people who came
out of Egypt and they cover the surface of the land; now come, curse them for me; perhaps I may
be able to fight against them and drive them out.'" God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them;
you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed."

vv. 14-20 The leaders of Moab arose and went to Balak and said, "Balaam refused to come with
us." Then Balak again sent leaders, more numerous and more distinguished than the former.
They came to Balaam and said to him, "Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, 'Let nothing, I beg
you, hinder you from coming to me; for I will indeed honor you richly, and I will do whatever
you say to me.

Please come then, curse this people for me.'" Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, "Though
Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not do anything, either small or
great, contrary to the command of the LORD my God. "Now please, you also stay here tonight,
and I will find out what else the LORD will speak to me." God came to Balaam at night and said
to him, "If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I
speak to you shall you do."

vv. 21-22 So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his donkey and went with the leaders of
Moab. But God was angry because he was going, and the angel of the LORD took his stand in
the way as an adversary against him. Now he was riding on his donkey and his two servants
were with him.

Ezekiel 14:1-3 Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me. And the word of
the LORD came to me, saying, "Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and
have put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be consulted by
them at all?

Hindrance #3: We don’t spend enough time in God’s presence to discern His voice.

Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

Jeremiah 42:4, 7 “I have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the prophet. “I will certainly pray to the
Lord your God as you have requested; I will tell you everything the Lord says and will keep
nothing back from you.” Ten days later the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah.



Hindrance #4: Our heart’s condition affects our ability to discern His voice.

I Peter 5:5 all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS
OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

Psalm 32:8-9 I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel
you with My eye upon you. Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding,
Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise they will not come near
to you.


